[The state of cancer surgery at the turn of the millennium].
Surgery remains the method of choice for the treatment of stage I and II cancer disease, it has proved to be curative in 40% of these cases. The role of surgery in the complex multimodality treatment of tumorous diseases is changing, depending on the type and stage of the disease and on the effectivity of the adjuvant therapeutical modalities. In general, surgery has not lost its significance in the treatment of cancer during recent decades. The author presents precise definitions and a homogeneous terminology for the basic concepts of oncological surgery. Changes in the surgical strategy and other factors influencing the surgical radicality are analysed. New methods contributing to the development of cancer surgery and to the improvement of the survival rate and the postoperative quality of life are surveyed. The roles of regional lymphadenectomies, metastasectomies, extended resection and organ-saving methods in the up-to-date treatment of tumorous diseases are discussed.